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Structural inequalities are caused by systems 
that marginalize populations and make them 
vulnerable to abuse and trauma.
What are some ways that existing 
inequalities have enhanced the pain of 
living through a pandemic?
Age Matters
Race Matters
People of color have a higher 

















Georgia Reopens, April 2020
Discussion
How do we reopen in an equitable fashion 
while considering vulnerable populations?
Break Out Discussions
• You will be randomly grouped with five other people
• You will discuss for about ten minutes
• Please discuss the prompt
• The prompt and announcements will occur in the chat as 
well as a banner
• Select someone to report out your conversation
Discussion
How do we reopen in an equitable fashion 
while considering vulnerable populations?
There is clear disproportionate impact on 
populations of color. These communities are 
more likely to:
Work at essential, low wage jobs
Experience high unemployment
Have poor access to healthcare
Experience risky co-morbidities
George Floyd, 1973 - 2020
Poster carried in the 1963 March 
on Washington.
Alabama, 1965
Police disperse a protest with tear gas, 1965.
In 1992, Rodney King was 
arrested for drunk driving and 
savagely beaten by police.
Footage of the brutality was 
captured by a bystander.
The officers involved were 




























“The landmarks of political, economic and social 
history are the moments when some condition 
passed from the category of the given into the 
category of the intolerable…The history of public 
health might well be written as a record of 
successive redefinings of the unacceptable.”
Geoffrey Vickers, Secretary, Medical Research 




Brainstorm and record a list of “things” affecting the 
public’s health that have passed from tolerable 
(accepted) to intolerable (unaccepted).
Include items that you wish would become 
unacceptable
What kind of future can you imagine that 
addresses inequities for our:
Aging population?
Incarcerated population?
Black and Native populations?
Essential low-wage workforce?
Health is rooted 
in social, 
political and 
economic 
structures.
